
TOWARDS
A BETTER
WORLD
BY DESIGN

1

2

3



OF THE 
UNDERGRADUATE 
CURRICULUM WAS 
DEVELOPED BY 

MASSACHUSETTS 
INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY

SUTD SEEKS TO NURTURE 
TECHNICALLY GROUNDED  
LEADERS AND INNOVATORS  
TO SERVE SOCIETAL NEEDS

SUTD TOPPED 
THE LIST OF 
EMERGING 
ENGINEERING 
SCHOOLS IN 
THE WORLD
In ‘The global state of the art in 
engineering education’ study 
commissioned by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), SUTD was 
the most cited university by international 
experts as an emerging leader in 
engineering education.

AN UNPARALLELED  
BELIEF IN THEIR ABILITY
SUTD graduates perceive themselves as being equipped with multi-disciplinary knowledge and skills, and 
having their creativity and innovation fostered, significantly above the overall universities’ average. 

SUTD offers a world-class education built upon an interdisciplinary curriculum, 
multi-disciplinary research and a unique cohort-based learning approach. 

SUTD EMPOWERS YOU TO 
BUILD A BETTER WORLD 
WITH A DESIGN-CENTRIC 
EDUCATION
It is all technically grounded design, including products, processes, services 
and systems. You will be trained in the full value chain – from conception and 
development to manufacturing and sustainability. Including an understanding 
of the liberal arts, humanities, and social sciences, it focuses on human-centred 
processes and solutions.

AN EDUCATION  
AHEAD OF ITS TIME

THEORIES ARE 
BROUGHT TO 
LIFE 
AND YOU LEARN BY 
EXPERIENCING THEM

OUR WAY OF  
LEARNING IS: 
COLLABORATIVE
INTERACTIVE
HANDS-ON

90% 

TAKE A LOOK AT 
HOW THEORIES 
ARE BROUGHT 
TO LIFE.

(Total student population over total 
faculty population)

AT SUTD,  
WE HAVE AN

  

STUDENT TO  
FACULTY RATIO

11:1

The design thinking abilities 
I developed at SUTD have 
been a great launchpad for 
my career. It has allowed me 
to integrate well into IBM 
and I aim to solve problems 
quickly, as well as create 
new technologies for the 
betterment of society and 
the world.

Alvin Tan 
SUTD Alumni
Business Transformation 
Consultant, IBM

employed within

of graduation

91.4%

6 months

Secured jobs in

of Singapore’s key industries

Highest starting salary* across 
NTU, NUS and SMU

*Median gross monthly salary. 
Based on the Economic Development Board’s 
list of Singapore’s industries and key activities.

Based on results from the Graduate Employment Survey.

78%
$3,700

 

(Class of 2016 - 100% employment 
rate for ESD pillar graduates)

Employment rate for 
ISTD pillar graduates

100%



*Pillar choice is only made at the end of the Freshmore year (first three terms)

SUTD PILLARS

ENGINEERING SYSTEMS  
AND DESIGN (ESD) 
Prepares you for the design, analysis, optimisation and 
management of large-scale complex systems.

TRACKS
• Business Analytics
• Financial Services
• Operations Research
• Supply Chain and Logistics
• Urban Infrastructure Systems

Bachelor of Engineering  
(Engineering Systems and Design) - 8 terms

INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN 
(ISTD)
Prepares you for the design of software as well as 
integrated software/hardware systems that interact 
with humans and machines.

TRACKS
• Business Analytics
• Artificial Intelligence
• Security and Communication
• Computer Engineering
• Custom Track

Bachelor of Engineering 
(Information Systems Technology and Design) - 8 terms

ARCHITECTURE AND 
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN (ASD)
Prepares you for the future needs of architecture  in a 
digital era – ecological urban architecture, leveraging 
on big data to design smart cities, advanced design 
computation, digital fabrication and more.

Bachelor of Science  
(Architecture and Sustainable Design) - 8 terms
Master of Architecture - 10 terms

ENGINEERING PRODUCT 
DEVELOPMENT (EPD) 
Prepares you for leadership in the conception, design, 
implementation and operation of innovative 
technology- intensive products.
 
TRACKS
• Mechanical Engineering
• Electrical Engineering
• Robotics
• Healthcare Engineering Design
• Computer Engineering
• Self-directed Track

Bachelor of Engineering  
(Engineering Product Development) - 8 terms

INTERNET OF THINGS

IOT

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
SUTD has a full eight-term undergraduate calendar. An  
innovative approach allows you to complete a comprehensive 
syllabus within a compact time frame of 3.5 years. The first 
academic term starts in May.

CURRICULUM
The curriculum is designed with an “outside-in” approach that 
starts with considering industry’s evolving needs and delves 
deeply into challenges the world faces today. You will learn to 
develop creative solutions for the real world.

Orientation  
in May

Freshmore
(3 terms)

Internship/
Exchange/

Break (18 wks)

Internship/
Exchange/

Break (18 wks)

Pillar  
(3 terms)

Graduation  
in August

Capstone 
Project* 

(2 terms)

Embark on  
Pillar Year  
(2 terms)

*2 terms for 
capstone project 

are part of the  
3 pillar terms

CAPSTONE PROJECT
In their graduating year, students 
from different pillars come together 
to solve real-world challenges from 
industry partners.

Legend:
AY - Academic Year
OR - Orientation
IAP - Independent Activities Period
UPOP - Undergraduate Practice Opportunities Programme
BK - Break

Calendar is not drawn to 
scale and subject to change

FRESHMORE
The first three terms are common to all students 
and build the foundations in mathematics, 
science, Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 
(HASS) and design. 

The inclusion of HASS in Terms 1 and 2 enable 
students to be cultivated as critical thinkers.

In Term 2, design concepts are introduced in a 
full term subject, taught from the perspective of 
both architecture and engineering.

In Term 3, you learn about the systems, physical 
and digital worlds through three subjects unique 
to SUTD before selecting your pillar.

This novel approach provides a broad and 
rigorous education. You are equipped with a 
strong base to select and excel in the pillar of 
your choice. 

HUMANITIES, ARTS AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES (HASS)
Throughout your undergraduate education, 
you will take up to seven HASS classes.  
This exposure provides a comprehensive 
understanding of the social, cultural, political, 
and economic dimensions of the world you are 
creating, designing, and building for.



PREPARING YOU 
FOR THE DIGITAL 
ECONOMY
You can opt to include one of the following three subjects 
in your undergraduate programme.

• Artificial Intelligence (AI)
• Data Analytics (DA)
• Machine Learning (ML)

These subjects will give you a stronger head-start in 
the digital economy as Singapore and the world gears 
towards a Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

You also get to choose one Minor programme, focused 
either on entrepreneurship, artificial intelligence, digital 
humanities or computational social sciences. With these, 
we aim to equip you with knowledge in key strategic 
growth areas, a competitive advantage in the workplace, 
greater flexibility to pursue your broader interests, and 
the ability to formulate human-centric solutions. 
 
Minors
• Minor in Design Innovation, Ventures and 

Entrepreneurship (DIVE)
• Minor in Engineering Systems (ES)
• Minor in Artificial Intelligence (AI)
• Minor in Digital Humanities (DH)
• Minor in Design, Technology and Society (DTS)

At Accenture, the  
multi-disciplinary projects  
I am involved in allow me to 
apply my data analytic skills 
while learning more from 
other experts to leverage on 
technology to maximise the 
potential of big data.

Jolene Quek
SUTD Alumni
Digital Business Integration Analyst,  
Accenture Digital

SUTD ROLLS OUT 
MULTI-MILLION 
DOLLAR FIVE-
YEAR GROWTH 
PROGRAMMES

SUTD TECHNOLOGY 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
PROGRAMME (STEP)
STEP aims to nurture technically grounded 
entrepreneurial leaders and innovators with a global 
perspective. This is delivered through experiential 
learning at SUTD and a one-year entrepreneurship and 
innovation immersion programme in the U.S. and China. 

The premier 4.5-year integrated programme culminates 
in a Bachelor of Engineering (or) Science and a Master 
of Science in Technology Entrepreneurship degree.

SUTD-DUKE-NUS SPECIAL TRACK
This track aims to nurture future clinician innovators who are 
adept at both practising medicine and harnessing technological 
advancements across disciplines to impact healthcare. 

You will graduate with a Bachelor of Engineering (or) 
Science degree at SUTD, followed by a Doctor of Medicine 
degree at Duke-NUS Medical School.

SUTD HONOURS AND 
RESEARCH PROGRAMME 
(SHARP)
A premier programme for bright students to pursue a 
research-oriented pathway, SHARP will nurture future 
researchers capable of developing breakthrough 
technologies to create a better world in the areas of 
Artificial Intelligence, Aviation, Cities, Healthcare and 
more. On top of SUTD scholarships, you will also be 
awarded a $15,000 research grant to pursue research 
under faculty mentorship, present your work in overseas 
conferences and be exposed to world-class research 
institutions and eminent scientists.

Upon graduating with a Bachelor of Engineering (or) 
Science degree, you will have direct admission to Doctor 
of Philosophy and other research-based graduate 
programmes at SUTD. 

SUTD-SMU DUAL DEGREE 
PROGRAMME IN TECHNOLOGY 
AND MANAGEMENT  
(SUTD-SMU DDP)
Synergising SUTD’s strength in technology and design  
and SMU’s expertise in business management, the  
SUTD-SMU DDP is an unprecedented and prestigious 
programme that brings you the best of both worlds.

Graduate with two Bachelor degrees in 4.5 years - an SUTD 
Engineering degree and an SMU Business Management degree.

A suite of integrated, multi-disciplinary programmes, they 
will further enhance our education and research offerings - 
equipping you with multi-faceted skills and better prepare 
you for the future economy. To design and implement 
them, SUTD will be establishing strategic collaborations 
with industry, government and academia in four key areas:

 
• Healthcare
• Cities
• Aviation
• Artificial Intelligence/Data Science

You will stand to benefit from these developments  
firsthand through:

• Electives
• Research
• Internships
• Overseas experiences – exchanges, summer programmes
• Graduate studies

SPECIAL 
PROGRAMMES

Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Permission required for reproduction.

Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Permission required for reproduction.

Scholarships are available for 
students admitted to the Special 
Programmes.  Find out more at 
sutd.edu.sg/specialprogrammes

https://sutd.edu.sg/Admissions/Undergraduate/Special-Programmes/SHARP


STUDENT LIFE WITH 
A UNIVERSAL APPEAL

HOSTEL LIFE
All freshmore students 
will stay in the hostel 
for the first three terms. 
Between mass cookouts 
to impromptu jamming 
sessions, this is where you 
make friends for life.

DEDICATED TIME
TO PURSUE YOUR 
INTERESTS

VIBRANT STUDENT LIFE
Fifth row is what we call co-curricular activities at SUTD because it 
is the fifth activity students do every term in addition to their four 
academic subjects.

L’OREAL 
BRANDSTORM
Hei Kern’s team, LUMOS,  
won “Best CSR idea” at 
the international finals of 
L’oreal Brandstorm, held at 
Paris. They designed an  
all-in-one refillable 
grooming tool the size  
of a credit card.

SIA APP CHALLENGE
Winning first and second 
place in the SIA App 
Challenge, our students 
also won a trip to Silicon 
Valley in the United States.

VENICE BIENNALE
SUTD is honoured to 
lead the curation of the 
Singapore Pavilion at 
the Venice Biennale. The 
Pavilion’s centrepiece 
features an immersive 
installation, an ethereal 
cloud of acrylic knots 
suspended from the 
ceiling that were mostly 
handcrafted by SUTD and 
NUS students.

BRAIN-INSPIRED 
COMPUTING CONTEST
The SUTD team beat 228 
teams from 46 institutions 
around the world to win 
the first prize for the First 
National Collegiate and 
International Invitational 
Tournament on Brain-Inspired 
Computing and Applications 
held by Tsinghua University 
in Beijing.

SEE WHAT OUR STUDENTS  
HAVE ACCOMPLISHED

These programmes offer you varied exposure that  
ranges from cultural exchanges, design thinking, and  
even launching a start-up. For a full list of programmes,  
please visit sutd.edu.sg/global.

1-TERM EXCHANGE PROGRAMMES
Spend an exciting Term 6 living and learning in one of our 
partner universities worldwide. You will be able to transfer 
credits earned back to SUTD. Some examples of exchange 
destinations include:

• Aalto University (Finland) 
• Hanyang University (South Korea)
• Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
• KTH Royal Institute of Technology (Sweden) 
• Lehigh University (United States)
• National Taiwan University  
• The Chinese University of Hong Kong
• Université catholique de Louvain (Belgium)
• University of Bristol (England)
• University of Twente (Netherlands)
• University of Waterloo (Canada)

SUMMER PROGRAMMES
We also offer a suite of short-term summer programmes 
offering different experiences. Some examples include:

• Berkeley Summer Sessions
• CuriousU International Summer School (University of Twente)
• Design And Technology Experience (DATE) (Zhejiang University)
• Stanford Summer International Honors Program
• Tokyo-Tech Cross-Border Entrepreneurship Cultivation  
   (CBEC) Program 
• TU Berlin Summer School  
• TU Berlin Value-added Innovation and Enterprise Work  
   (VIEW) Programme 
• Yale Summer Sessions

GLOBAL       
EXPOSURE 

(Two afternoons a week)

Start something you are passionate about just like Vertex, 
the cheerleading squad who won 1st runner-up (Group Stunt 
Open - All Girl Premier) in the Asia Cheerleading Invitational 
Championships 2018

https://sutd.edu.sg/global


START YOUR 
JOURNEY 
TODAY
APPLICATION 
PROCESS 
Our application is not a 
test – it is an opportunity 
for us to learn as much 
about you as possible. 
Beyond grades, share
with us your passions, 
abilities and goals.

TUITION FEES
Subsidised tuition fees per academic year (two terms):

SINGAPORE CITIZENS $13,050

SINGAPORE PERMANENT RESIDENTS $18,250

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS $27,950

Above tuition fees are for new students admitted in AY2018. For latest fees, please visit sutd.edu.sg/fees.

 
FINANCING YOUR SUTD EDUCATION
SUTD’s admissions policy is needs-blind and merit-based. This means that if you are a 
right fit for SUTD, we are committed to making it accessible for you. 

All deserving students with financial need, and who qualify, can be assured of financial 
support, in the form of either bursaries, grants and/or loans. In particular, the SUTD 
Education Opportunity Grant, a part of our total Financial Aid Package helps deserving 
needy students pursue their studies at SUTD. This grant will aid in offsetting your 
tuition fees and reducing your financial burden, after taking into account all bursaries 
and grants from all donors and the Singapore government. For more information, visit  
sutd.edu.sg/financialaid.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Outstanding students can be considered for attractive, bond-free scholarships, either 
by SUTD or supported by donors. These scholarships also provide opportunities to 
develop leadership skills as a University Ambassador. All scholarships are merit-based, 
though some donor scholarships may give special consideration to those with financial 
need. Visit sutd.edu.sg/scholarships for more information.

All shortlisted candidates 
will be required to attend 
an admission interview. 
More like a chat, this is a 
great opportunity for us  
to find out more about  
you – who you are, what 
drives you, and what 
makes you tick, and for 
you to do the same.

STEP 1
Create an account at  
admission.sutd.edu.sg

STEP 3
Indicate your interest to be 
considered for scholarships or 
any special programmes.

STEP 5
[Once shortlisted] Submit 
your answers to a few short 
response questions before the 
interview.

STEP 4
[Encouraged!] Upload any 
supplementary materials or 
link to your blog or video that 
would tell us why you are a 
good fit for SUTD.

STEP 2
Submit your grades, list your 
CCAs and other achievements 
(with supporting documents, 
such as School Graduation 
Certificate or equivalent), 
and provide your teachers’ 
contacts for recommendation 
letters.

SUTD’s hands-on education has given me an edge in implementing 
solutions quickly and effectively. I was able to transition swiftly from 
being an intern at nuTonomy to a full-time employee and I now aspire to 
make revolutionary advances in the world with autonomous vehicles.

May Quek
SUTD Alumni
Software Engineer, nuTonomy

Source: The Straits 
Times © Singapore 

Press Holdings 
Limited. Permission 

required for 
reproduction.

OF SUTD UNDERGRADS DO 
AT LEAST ONE INTERNSHIP

SUTD students have created start-ups focusing on areas such as:

Here are some of the many remarkable organisations that actively hire SUTD graduates.

Creating Wearable 
Tech

Disabling Disabilities Nurturing Young 
Innovators

Improving Personal 
Mobility Devices

Watch how (these)abilities 
better the world.

Hear what industry 
partners have to say 
about our students.

PREPARING YOU TO 
TAKE ON THE WORLD
• GRADUATE SCHOOL  •  RESEARCH  •  STARTING YOUR 
OWN COMPANY • WORKING FOR A LARGE, SMALL OR 
EVEN START-UP COMPANY, OR THE GOVERNMENT.

Our Undergraduate Practice Opportunities Programme (UPOP) 
develops students to be career-ready by preparing them in areas 
such as resume writing, networking and interviewing techniques.

INTERNSHIP 
ORGANISATIONS

>800
INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

ENTREPRENEURSHIP CULTURE

EXCITING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT

Now there’s a simple, portable and compact way 
of motorising wheelchairs through an attachable 
device. It’s called EMMA. Designed by SUTD 
students, it became the inspiration behind their 
start-up, Movinc.

• Accenture
• Apple
• A*STAR
• Building and Construction 

Authority
• Booz Allen Hamilton
• BP
• BT
• CapitaLand
• Changi Airport Group
• Citibank
• CPG Corporation
• DBS
• Defence Science & Technology 

Agency 
• DHL
• DP Architects

• DSO National Laboratories
• EY
• Far East Organization
• GE Aviation
• Google
• HP
• IBM
• Infineon
• Jewel Paymentech
• J.P. Morgan
• Koei Tecmo 
• Maersk
• Markit Group
• Mastercard
• Merck
• MSD International
• National Instruments

• National Environment Agency
• OCBC
• P&G
• PSA
• Redmart
• Rolls-Royce
• SAA Architects
• Schneider Electric
• Singapore Airlines
• Singtel
• Surbana Jurong 
• SMRT
• Teralytics
• UBS
• Urban Redevelopment Authority 
• Visa
• YCH

https://sutd.edu.sg/scholarships
https://admission.sutd.edu.sg/psp/CSADM1PRD/APPLICANT/HRMS/?cmd=login&languageCd=ENG&
https://sutd.edu.sg/fees
https://sutd.edu.sg/financialaid
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Enjoy quick access to the latest 
updates via the exploreSUTD app!

SUTDsingapore

SUTDsg

sutd.edu.sg

For enquiries: sutd.edu.sg/prospectivestudent

Scan 
for more 
about 
SUTD.

1  “Pixels”. Designed by Mak Yiing Huey & Tong Li Shi.

2  PERI is an attachment for glasses that helps the hearing impaired 
visualise sound using flashing light cues via RGB LEDs. Designed by 
SUTD students. *National Winner of James Dyson Award 2017 

3  Nanowires (left) that look like frosty pine needles (right).  
Research led by Associate Professor Yang Hui Ying.

4  Option Studio design by Ao Chin Wen.

5  A keyguard that can be customised to fit any keyboard at half the cost, 
making it easier and affordable for people with upper limb mobility 
issues to use a keyboard. Created by SUTD graduates Ken Chua & 
Christabella Irwanto.

6 Travel Buddy, an app to help tourists plan their trips in Singapore based 
on their budget and easily identify landmarks just by pointing their 
phone camera at it. Developed by SUTD students.  

7  Kaleidoscopic Monolith installation for i Light Marina Bay 2017.  
Designed and fabricated by SUTD faculty and students.

8  The Tree Inspection Microdrone helps arborists inspect trees safely  
and easily. Developed by SUTD faculty and students.
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https://sutd.edu.sg/prospectivestudent
https://sutd.edu.sg/
https://www.facebook.com/sutdsingapore/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SUTDSingapore
https://www.instagram.com/sutdsg/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/sutdsg?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

