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Synopsis 

 
The Netherlands is a highly developed knowledge-based economy, performing very well in 
many science, technology, innovation and competitiveness rankings. This talk will provide a 
brief overview of the strengths and weaknesses of the Dutch Innovation ecosystem, how 
innovation policy has been shaped in the Netherlands and key debates and challenges that 
they face (e.g, the relative low (private) expenditure on R&D). This includes the growing 
importance of cities as innovation hubs and what that means for the distribution of funding 
and grants, the discussion on whether governments should try to ‘pick winners,’ and how to 
strengthen interactions between science, industry, and government. 
 
About the Speaker 
 
Natalie Koot is a Senior Research Associate at the Lee Kuan Yew Centre for Innovative 
Cities. Her background is in policy research, and most recently she worked at the Dutch 
Ministry of Interior Affairs, where she was responsible for redesigning the allocation of 
funding from the Central government to local municipalities and regions. She headed the 
research team of the Dutch parliamentary inquiry into the financial crisis and has also 
worked on research projects for the Dutch Innovation Platform, a think tank headed by the 
Prime Minister to stimulate innovation and entrepreneurship. She holds a M.Sc. in Public 
Administration from the Erasmus University in Rotterdam.   
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BY TRAIN  

 

Alight at Expo station and walk to our Campus - along Changi South Road in the 

direction of Max Pavilion / Somapah Road 

BY BUS  
 

Alight at one of the bus stops along Upper Changi Road East and walk to our 
Campus:  

 B96041: Upper Changi Road East, Before Tropicana Condo. Service No: 
2, 5, 24 

 B96049: Upper Changi Road East, Opposite Tropicana Condo. Service 

No: 2, 5, 24 

BY CAR  Turn into Somapah Road via Upper Changi Road East. The entrance is on the left. 
Carpark charges apply. 
 

Click here for the map. 
 

 

The Lee Kuan Yew Centre for Innovative Cities (LKY CIC) at the 
Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD) focuses on the 
integrated use of technology, design and policy to study solutions for cities. 
The LKY CIC works with architects, designers, engineers, social scientists, 
and urban planners to understand the complex and critical issues of 
urbanisation, and to explore sustainable and innovative urban solutions.  
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